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Ireland's Máire Geoghegan Quinn has been handed the newly-created innovation portfolio at the EU 
executive. 
 
Background: 
 
The job is an expanded version of the old science & research post, and comes just months 
before the first European Innovation Act is due to be published.  
The creation of an innovation commissioner has been well flagged, with European 
Commission President José Manuel Barroso having repeatedly pledged to streamline 
innovation policy (EurActiv 24/09/09).  
Ann Mettler, executive director of the Lisbon Council, a Brussels-based think-tank, said 
the new role did not come as a surprise and would be "a cross-cutting" portfolio that 
works across several departments.  
"It's important that the new commissioner embodies innovation within the Commission and 
challenges the conventional wisdom," she said.  
One element of the new portfolio which remains unclear is precisely how the move affects the 
Commission's DG Enterprise – now called 'Industry & Entrepreneurship' – which is currently 
charged with drafting the Innovation Act.  
Mettler said it would be wrong to view the reshuffle as a battle between commissioners, as 
she expects to see greater "sharing of ownership" in Barroso's new team.  
"The old silo approach is the antithesis of innovation," she said. Mettler added that it will be 
interesting to see who launches the new Innovation Act, and suggested it could be a joint 
initiative between the commissioners for innovation and industry.  
The Commission has also revealed that the new European Institute for Innovation & 
Technology (EIT) will be run by the education commissioner. This too is an initiative likely 
to be of interest to Quinn.  
The EIT is seen as a pet project of President Barroso and has recently moved into its new 
headquarters in Budapest. The first of its flagship 'Knowledge and Innovation Communities' 
(KICs) will be announced on 16 December.  
The education portfolio has been handed to outgoing Health Commissioner Androulla 
Vassiliou, who will now be responsible for the Marie Curie Programme unit, which 
previously rested with DG Research.  
 
Positions: 
 
Ireland was lobbying for the innovation portfolio, according to the Irish press, despite 
some criticism of Quinn's nomination by Irish Taoiseach Brian Cowen. Speaking this 
morning at an Intel plant near Dublin, Cowen said Quinn deserved a high-profile position.  



"I am delighted to announce today that we have secured the hugely important Research and 
Innovation portfolio, which resonates very strongly with our own Smart Economy agenda," 
he said. "It is testament to the calibre of Máire Geoghegan Quinn that she has been allocated 
this portfolio."  
Quinn was a government minister in the late 1980s and early 1990s, and has served two terms 
at the EU Court of Auditors.  
 
Next steps: 
 

• 11-19 Jan. 2010: Commissioners-designate will appear before the European 
Parliament.  

• 26 Jan. 2010: MEPs vote on whether to accept the commissioners nominated by 
member states and the European Commission. 

 


